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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

PALESTINE. 


ADMINISTRATION REPORT 

FOR THE PERIOD 

1ST APRIL 1925 

TO 

31st MARCH 1926. 


SECTION I. 

ORGANISATION AND ESTABLISHMENT 


The classified personnel of the Senior Service is as follows: 


Director 

- 

— Grade 

I 

H. B. Lees, M.C., M.I.C.E. 

Deputy Director 

m 

” M 

II 

J. F. Rowlands 

District Engineers 

m 

” JJ 

II 

R. Hedley, A.M.I.C.E. 

P. Noble, A.M.I.C.E. 

Assistant Engineer, 
Assistant Engineer, 

Civil 


III 

R. T. Toogood, A.M.I.C.E. 

Electrical and 

Mechanical 


III 

C. H. Dobell 

Architect 

- 

» w 

III 

A. St. B. Harrison, A.R.I.B.A, 

Assistant Engineer 


jy 

IV 

H. I. Becker 

P. W. Etkes 

T. T. Millar, A.M.I.C.E. 

A. E. Gorayib 

A. Toukan 

• 


n 

V 

M. Reiner, D. Sc. Vienna 

Housing and Gaims Officer 

Special 

Grade 


C. W. Cowell 

Office Superintendent 

V 

I. Melamede 



Classification and nu 
Foremen of Works 


If 


Draftsmen y 


Clerks 


Storekeepers 


ber of appointments in the Junior Service: 


Grade 

I 

6 


II 

5 


III 

4 

Grade 

I 

1 


II 

2 


III 

1 


IV 

4 


V 

4 


VI 

4 

Grade 

I 

4 


II 

4 


III 

7 


IV 

5 


V 

6 


VI 

4 

Grade 

I 

4 


III 

4 


IV ' 

4 


V 

4 


The following officers of the Senior Service were absent on vacation leave during 
the vear: 


Mr. H. B. Lees, Director, Mr. P. Noble, District Engineer, Mr. M. Reiner, 
Assistant Engineer and Mr. I Melamede, Office Superintendent. 

Mr. A. E. Gorayib, Assistant Engineer, continues to be seconded for duty with the 
Government of Transjordania. 

Mr. I Melamede, Clerk Grade I, Junior Service was promoted to the appointment 
of Office Superintendent Grade V, Senior Service as from 1st April 1925. 

The new procedure of carrying out part of the annual programme of works with 
direct labour employed by the Department has been continued and extended with success. 
A considerable proportion of road and building work was given out to contract after 
public tender and on the whole the quality of the work done by Contractors has improved. 

Prison labour has been emploved on the construction and maintenance of the Haifa- 
Acre-Ras el Nakura road and on the construction of the new Police stables at Haifa. At 
the Acre Prison articles such as iron doors and gates, road signs, water tanks and baskets 
for road work have been manufactured by the prisoners and used on works services. 


SECTION II. 

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE. 


The total expenditure for the year was LE. 223,015.927 which compares with 
LE. 180,075.345 in 1924-25. The latter figure includes LE. 20,778 for Air Ministry Works 
Services; no expenditure on this account is included in the summary of expenditure for 
the year under review. The expenditure for 1925-26 is made up as follows: 


P.W.D. Annual Estimates 


Personal Emoluments 

Other Charges 

Public Works Recurrent 

Public Works Extraordinary 

LE. 22,990.172 

2,015.947 

119,623.407 
56,339.880 

200,969.412 

Loan Works . 

/ 


8,596.538 

British Gendarmerie Works Services 


2,695.330 

Works done for Other Departments 


1,628.624 

Works done for Municipalities 


5,684.491 

Village Water Supplies ^ 

Sundry Other Accounts 


1,043.318 


2,398.214 


; 


Total LE. 223,015.927 


SECTION III. 

PUBLIC WORKS RECURRENT 


LE. 2,887.4! *4 

„ 12,.162.812 

„ 627.008 

„ 7,049.510 

,, 2,81)3.525 

469.700 
„ 2,287.830 

„ 42,090.348 

„ 1,684.553 

„ 1,047.381 

„ 44,254.548 

„ 729.018 

185 307 
154.373 


Total LE. 119,623 407 

Maintenance of Water and Electric Light Plants - LE. 2,887. The following 
installations have been operated, maintained and overhauled as required: 

Lighting, heating and pumping, Government House, Jerusalem. 

Lighting, Government Hospital, Jerusalem. 

Lighting, Customs, Jaffa. 

Pumping, Go\emment Hospital, Jaffa. 

Pumping, Quarantine Lazarette, Jaffa. 

Pumping, Palestine Gendarmerie Camp, Beersheba. 

Pumping, Animal Quarantine Station, Haifa. 

Pumping, Government Hospital, Haifa. 

Pumping, Government Hospital, Nablus. 

Pumping, Government Buildings, Tulkarem. 

Pumping, Gendarmerie Camp. Beisan. 

Pumping, Government Buildings, Jenin. 


Expenditure upon Recurrent services: 

Maintenance of Water and Electric Light Plants 

Maintenance of Mechanical Transport 

Maintenance of Workshops 

Maintenance of Buildings 

Minor Works 

Plant and Tools 

Water Supply and Conservancy 

Rent of Offices and Quarters 

Furniture lor all Departments 

Maintenance of Quays, Piers and Harbours 

Maintenance of Roads and Bridges 

Tools and Materials for Village Roads 

Preliminary Surveys and Investigations 

Maintenance* of Drainage and Irrigation Works 


The electric light installation at the Customs, Jaffa was closed down in Septeml>er 
1925 when the lighting system was entirely reconstructed and connected to the public 
supply mains of the Jaffa Electric Co. Ltd. 

Maintenance of Mechanical Transport - LE. 12,363. The following are the 
Government motor transport services maintained during the year: 


Transport for the High Commissioner. 

Palestine Gendarmerie and Police Transport. 

Ambulance Services. 

Post and Telegraph Department Services. 

Public Works Department Services. 

Jerusalem Freight Service. 

The Post and Telegraph Department transport service was handed over to the Post¬ 
master General for operation at the beginning of the financial year but the Public Works 
Department are responsible* for the maintenance of the vehicles. 


repair carried out at the Central 


Maintenance of Workshops - LE. 627. The number of works of overhaul and 

orkshops was 275. Repairs have been effected to motor 
lorries, motor cars, motor cycles, steam and petrol road rollers, electric light and pumping 
plants and to the stone crushing and air compressor plant at Malha Quarry. Heavy repairs 
have been carried out to road rollers. Arrangements have been made for all steam and 
petrol road rollers to be sent to the Central Workshops for a thorough overhaul at least 
once in every three years. 


Maintenance of Buildings —LE. 7,950. Government owned and leased buildings 
were maintained in a reasonable state of repair throughout the year. The work of 
reconditioning State Domain buildings has been continued and there i9 a marked improve¬ 
ment in the condition of Government owned buildings generally. Particular attention is 
being given to improvements to sanitation. 
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The more important works of repair and reconditioning carried out during the year 
under review are the following: 

Central Prison, Jerusalem: improvements to sanitation, water supply and fencing. 
Police Barracks, Jerusalem: replastering and flooring of rooms and roof repairs. 
Omarieh School, Jerusalem: water supply, sanitation and painting. 
Government Hospital, Jerusalem: sanitation. 

Mental Hospital, Bethlehem: extensive repairs and painting. 

# 

Epidemic Post, Hebron: reconditioning. 

Boys’ School, Saffurieh: a new reinforced concrete roof provided. 

District Offices, Acre: overhaul and minor improvements. 

Acre Prison: impovements to outer walls and additional ventilation. 

Old Serai, Jenin: new sanitary installation and renovation of cells. Accom¬ 
modation provided for Magistrate’s Court. 

Old Serai, Nablus: water supply overhauled and improvements to Prison. 

Police Post, Kalkilieh: thorough overhaul and renovation. Concrete floors 
laid on ground floor and rooms converted into office and barracks. 

Customs Warehouses, Haifa: new concrete floors 

Boys School, Shefa Amr: new corrugated iron roof. 


Minor Works - f.E. 2,894. Numerous small alterations, additions and improve¬ 
ments to Government buildings have been carried out under this sub-head. The sanitation 
arrangements of many buildings have been remodelled. The principal items of work 
carried out in the two districts were as follows: 


Northern District: 

Improvements of sanitation in Prison section of Jenin Old Serai, Nablus 
Police Barracks, Girls’ School and Elementary Boys’ School at Nazareth, Girls’ 
School Beisan, Boys’ School Tulkeram, etc. 

Provision of new letter boxes for Tiberias and Bosh Pina post offices also new 
main entrance floors to Nazareth and Jenin post offices. 

Construction of additional room at Safad Governorate for P.H.D. Store saving 
annual rent of LE. 18.— 

Complete fitting up of Magistrates Courts at Jenin and Acre including provision of 
new benches, desks etc., 

New concrete floors at Police stables Safad and bars to windows. 

Alterations and improvements to Police Stables at Khan Lubban. 

Construction of Estimator’s Office Haifa Customs House. 

Concrete floor in hut and fencing of compound at Manawat Animal Quarantine Station. 
Provision of counter, etc., for Sub Treasury at Acre Governorate. 

Building into walls of safes; providing sign boards for Government Offices. 

Southern District: 

Jerusalem Maternity Hospital—Improvements to Water Supply and new bath room. 
P.H.D. Headquarters, Jerusalem—Strengthening floors. 

Hebron Epidemic Post—Making new wards. 

Jaffa Health Office—Water supply and sanitation. 

Jerusalem Police Barracks—Reconditioning stables. 

Central Prison, Jerusalem—Iron bars and flyproofing to windows. 

Hebron Police Stables —New lloors and fittings. 

Gaza Police Stables—New flooring, mangers and partitions 



L 
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Jerusalem Men’s Elementary Training College—Alterations to Principal’s quarters 
Lydda Girls’ School—Sanitation. 

Gaza Girls’ School—Sanitation and alterations to class rooms. 

Jaffa Governorate—Ladies room and additional accommodation. 

Gaza—New hut for P. & T. linesmen. 

Hebron—New hut for quarantine station. 


Plant and Tools— LE. 470. This sum was expended in the purchase of small 
plant and tools, including concrete block making machine, tents and equipment for road 
making and other departmental works. 

Water Supply and Conservancy— LE. 2,288. The expenditure under this head 
is mainly made up of municipal charges for water supply and conservancy services rendered 
to Government buildings and institutions. These services have been satisfactorily 
maintained during the year. 

Rents of Offices and Quarters - LE. 42,090. See Section XII, Central Housing 
Commission, page 19 

Furniture - LE. 1,1585. See Section XI, Stores, page 19. 

Maintenance of Quays, Piers and Harbours, LE. 1,047. General Repairstothe 
quay wall were carried out at Jaffa. At the Port of Haifa storm damages were made 
good to the mole with rubble and concrete filling. Two old caissons, each weighing about 
12 tons, were sunk ofT the mole to hold back the rubble tilling and protect the toe of 
the mole from scour. 

Repairs were carried out to the quay at Acre Harbour. 

Maintenance of Roads and Bridges - LE. 44,255. The following statement gives 
particulars of the principal roads maintained by this Department and the expenditure 
during the year on general maintenance and resurfacing. 
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General 

| 




length 

Maintenance 

including 

Resurfacing. 


NAME OF HOAD. 

in 

Bridges 

Sc 

Length 

Coat. 

Total. 


Kilometres. 

Culverts. 

in 




LE. 

Kilometres. 

LE. 

LE. 

Jerusalem-Jall'a 

02.210 

1,207 

17.350 

1 

7,629 

[- - 

8,836 

Jerusalem-Nablus-Nazareth 

Jerusalem-Bethlehem-Hebron- 

141.000 

3.003 

18.454 ] 

4,841 

7.844 

Beersheba 

88.000 

1.265 

7.900 

1.906 

3,171 

Jerusalem-Jericho-Allenby Bridge 

46.270 

910 

4.300 

1,643 

2,553 

Haifa-Nazareth 

37.500 

1,108 

8.187 

4,237 

5,345 

Haifa-Ras el Nakura 

38 000 

513 

1.000 

82 

595 

N azareth-T i berias - 

32.500 

495 

4.500 

1,145 

1,640 

Tiberias-RostL Pina 

24.000 

374 

6.210 

1,744 

2,118 

Rosh Pina-Safad 

10.000 

232 

— 

232 

Tiberias-Samakh 

11.000 

800 

— 

— 

800 

Rosh Pina-Jisr Banat Ya^oub 

10 500 


800 

180 

180 

Deir Sharaf-Tulkeram-Kalkilieh 

38 000 

680 

— 


680 

Rosh Pina-Metulla 

Jerusalem-EI Tor (Government 

38 000 

520 



520 

House) 

4.000 

42 


— 

42 

Jerusalem-Ain Karem 

j 5.000 

60 

1.500 

328 

.388 

Beit Dajan-Rishon-Reehovoth 

Lydda Station Approach Roads 
Ramleh-Majdal Yaba 

12.500 
3.500 

22.500 

110 

273 

38 

2.000 

799 

909 

273 

.38 


-- — 

Latron-Masmiva 

21.000 

2.300 

1 




vil lvicioilll y a 

Ain Sultan Road 

35 

2.300 

772 

807 

Jaffa 1*011 Roads 

1.060 

11 

- 1 

—* i I 

11 

1 



Carried forward LE. 

* 

36,982 





I . General 





length 

Maintenance 
. including* 

Resurfacing. 

j Total. 

• 

NAME OF ROAD. 

in 

Bridges 

& 

Length 

• 

Cost. 

1 

Kilometres. 

Culverts 

in 




LE. 

Kilometres. 

LE. 

| LE. 



1 ! 

Brought forward 

36,982 

Auja Pontoon Bridge 


290 

— 


290 

Dry Weather Tracks. 






Samakh-Beisan 

28.000 

1 70 



76 

Jalfa-Kalkilieh 

;®.ooo 

' - 

— 

— 

— 

Masmiya-Gaza 

49.000 

198 

— 

- 

198 

Nebi Mussa Track 

2.000 

40 

— 

— 

40 

Dead Sea Tracks 

20.000 

407 


— 

407 

Haila-Jenin 

38.000 

.30 


— 

30 

Haifa-Tulkeram 

74.000 

48 

i 

— 

48 

Nablus-Giftlik 

38.000 

22 



22 

Jaffa-Lydda 

18.000 

73 



73 

Operation of Rollers. 






Northern District 


- 



2,300 

Southern District 


— 



2,300 

Miscellaneous. 






Overhaul of Rollers, Plant & Sundry 


— 

— 


1,489 





LE. 1 

44,255 








The mails of Palestine have lately been reclassified in four groups: 

The first class are main roads of superior construction on which a good surface for 
all traffic is maintained throughout the year. 

Second class roads are main roads of lesser importance and open to all traffic 
throughout the year. 

Third class roads are main routes pf communication but open to traffic in dry 


weather only. 


The fourth class are village roads not maintained by Government but towards the 
construction and upkeep of which Government assistance is granted. 


The length of roads in each group is as follows: 


1st class 
2nd class 
3rd class 
4th class 


457 

178 

687 

660 


kilometres 


n 

yy 

y* 


A grand total of 1,982 kilometres of which 635 are metalled main roads. 


During the year 75 kilometres of main roads were completely resurfaced. The main 
roads have generally been maintained in a fairly good state of repair. The practice of 
improving bad corners, widening curves and providing superelevation on curves and bends 
during resurfacing operations has been conducted with markedly beneficial results. The 
provision of superelevation makes a road bend safer to traffic as vehicles are more inclined 
to keep on their proper side of the road; at the same time proper superelevation bn a 


curve diminishes 


wear on the road surface. 
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The increased traffic on main roads is showing up the weaknesses of the road 
foundations and the surface coating. The metalled roads are practically all surfaced with 
soft local limestone. Roads have no proper stone soling or foundations and the thin crusts 
of soil limestone go rapidly to pieces under the increased traffic particularly in wet weather; 
in the dry season this surface Incomes very loose under motor traffic. The road traffic 
census recently taken on all main roads shows a great increase of traffic on the Palestine 
main roads. 

In the Northern District where hard basalt stone is available roads with heavier 
traffic were resurfaced with hard basalt mixed with limestone which experience has proved 
hard wearing and economical. 

Very heavy rain storms in this District caused increased expenditure in clearing roads 
of debris brought down from the higher slopes and otherwise repairing storm damages. 
Storm damages occurred particularly on the Haifa-Nazareth and Tiberias-Samakh roads. 
On the latter road on six different occasions sections of the road were buried 1 to :2 metres 
deep in debris washed down from the hills. 

Additional funds voted for road upkeep have enabled a marked improvement to be 
made in the condition of the Haifa-Nazareth and Samakh Rosh Pina roads. 

In the Northern District experiments were made in improving road surfaces with 
olive oil crushinus spread over the surface and rolled in with sand. The treated surface 
kept, in good condition for a month but the residue oil finally evaporated without any 
lasting improvement to the road surface. 

In the Southern District greatly increased traffic has caused a considerable increase 
in the cost of maintenance of the roads. It was with the greatest difficulty that the Jerusalem 
Jalla road and the Jerusalem-Bethiehem road were kepi open for traffic. Certain lengths 
of these roads require 10 be entirely reconstructed with stone soling and bituminous 
macadam surface to take the present traffic. 

The Jericho—Ain Sultan road which was taken on charge by this Department in 
the early part of the financial year was widened and reconditioned. 

Experiments have been continued with success in treating road surfaces with bitumen 
sealing coats. This treatment will he extended on maintenance work as funds are 
available. 

A further section, 2 kilometres in length, of the unfinished road between Hebron 
and Beersheba has been resurfaced with the aid of village labour. Additional iron culverts 
have been fixed to improve the drainage of this road. , 

During the year the two approach roads to the Jaffa Port area were taken over from 
the Municipality. These roads have been reconstructed and are now maintained by this 
Department. 

The Dead Sea tracks have been further improved and 2 kilometres of new track were 
completed during the year. This is now a very popular road for tourists and fleets of 
20 to 30 care are often met in the season. Experiments in forming tracks with a 
mechanical road shaper were conducted but the results were not such as to warrant any 
extensive work with the machine. 

Tools and Materials for Village Roads—LE. 72ft See Section X, Secondary 
and Village Roads, page 18. 

Preliminary Surveys and Investigations - LE. 185. See Section XIII, Surveys, 
Investigations and Designs, page 20. 

Maintenance of Drainage and Irrigation Works—LE. 154. The upper canals of 
the Beisan and Jericho drainage and irrigation systems have been maintained and kept 
clear of weeds. At Beisan troughs have been constructed for watering animals to prevent 
the damage to canal banks caused by cattle watering in the canals. 
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SECTION IV. 

PUBLIC WORKS EXTRAORDINARY 


Expenditure upon Exti*aonliiiary services : 


Conversion of Turkish Barracks, Acre 

Special Repairs Girls School, Acre 

Reconstruction o! Roof, Boys School, Bireh 

Enab Police Post 

Additions to Roys School, Gaza 

Haifa-Special Repairs to Walls, Customs House 

Haifa-Special Repairs to Customs House 

Haifa-Irnprovements to Disinfecting Station 

I laifa-improvements to Postal Stores 

Haifa-FiRings for New Post Offices 

Haifa-Police Barracks and Stables 

Haifa-Preliminary Investigations Water Supply 

Kalkilieh-Improvements to Police Post 

Jaffa-Installation of Electric Light in Customs Enclosure 

Jaffa-Improveuients to Customs House 

Jaffa-Completion of Quarantine Lazarette 

Jericho-Irrigation Scheme 

Jericho-Customs Post Allenbv Bridge 

lericho-Gendarmerie Post Alienby Bridge 

Conversion of Governorate into Secretariat 

Additions and Improvements to Post Office, Jerusalem 

S|>ecial Repairs to Posts and Telegraphs Stores, Jerusalem 

Buildings for Wireless Station-Metulla 

Reconditioning Turkish Governorate, Nablus 

Extension to Salaya School, Nablus 

Rosh Pina Customs Post 

Rosh Pina P.W.D. Roller Shed 

Improvements to Govemorate-Tulkeram 

Improvements to Police Stables-Tulkeram 

Restoration of State Domain Buildings 

New Road Acre-Safad 

New Bridge over the Jordan-Sheikh Hussein 

Construction Haifa-Acre Road 

Reconstruction Jaffa-Ramleh Road 

Realignment Jall'a-Jerusalem Road 

Resurfacing Jerusalem-Hebron Road 

Realignment Jerusalem-Nazaretli Road 

Improvements Nazareth-Tiberias Road 

Special Repairs to Bridges and Culverts 

Purchase of Plant for Road Construction 

Purchase of Road Rollers 

Purchase of House Wagons for Roller Crews 

Jaffa Harbour improvements 

Land for P & T Store—Jerusalem Station 

Improvements to Chief Secretary’s House, Jerusalem 

Reconditioning Hired Customs Store, Jaffa 

Road Deviation, Nablus Municipal Area 

Land for Majdal Police Station 

Strong Room for Banderolles—Jerusalem 

Accomodation, Nationality Staff i ^ 

Resurfacing Jaffa Port Approach Road 
Rosh Pina Ain Mallaha Road 
Rosh Pina Metuila Track , 

Construction of Light Bridge—Zuket Tahta 
Electric Light Installation Customs Offices, Jaffa 
Electric Light, Post Office, Haifa 
Jaffa Petach Tikwah Road—Construction Survey 
Alterations to Central Prison—Jerusalem 


LE. 549.896 
1W.757 

mow 

48.674 

176.470 

179.846 

199.704 

99.894 

198.888 

399.710 

999.827 

436.589 

199.892 

199.983 

199.987 

187.877 

397.343 

351.259 

539.143 

249.321 

426.444 
150.8114 
599.112 

599.985 
259.792 
249.687 
199.336 
107.328 
149.374 

2,349.112 
1,099.722 
246.513 
1,551.310 
13,493.656 
200.310 
1,668.243 
379.495 
229.584 
801.156 
1,981.963 
251.075 
319.834 
4,257.887 
1,070.400 

684.445 
130.- 
300.— 

94.320 

148.985 
194.621 

2,046.929 

2,999.848 

3,798.921 

181.289 

93.312 

198.500 

120.100 

88.811 


Railway Charges—Jaffa Ramleh Road 


X 



L 



Summary of Expenditure: 

Buildings LE. 11,949.869 

Roads and Bridges 35,580 606 

Miscellaneous 8,809.411 

Total LE. 56.339.880 


Conversion of Turkish Barracks, Acre— LE. 550. Completely redesigned, rebuilt 
and renovated to provide accommodation for Magistrate’s and Judge’s Court and the usual 
accommodation for clerks, advocate, court library etc., and a detention cell for prisoners. 
Two rooms are used as offices for the Public Works Department. A complete new 
sanitary system has been installed. 

Special Repairs to Girls' School, Acre —LE. ‘200. The interior of the building 
was renovated. 

Reconstruction of Roof, Boys’ School, Birkh—LE. 340. The old roof was unsafe 
and a new roof to a better design has been provided. 

Additions to Boys’ School. Gaza— LE. 176. Shutters to windows have been pro¬ 
vided and sanitation and water supply improved. 

Special Repairs to Walls, Customs House, Haifa— LE. 180 The walls of the 
main warehouse are of corrugated iron which has perished owing to corrosion. One 
third of the old iron walls was removed and replaced with reinforced concrete panels. 
Provision has been made for completing the work in the following financial year. 

Special Repairs to Customs House, Haifa— LE. 200. Baggage room etc , for 
travellers was improved by raising floors in cement concrete and tiles and provision of 
examination benches. i 

Improvements to Disinfecting Station, Haifa— LE. 100. New latrines were pro¬ 
vided and a Clayton disinfecting machine installed. 

Improvements to Postal Stores. Haifa— LE. 199. A water carriage sanitary system 
with septic tank and percolating pit was installed. 

Fittings for New Post Office, Haifa— LE. 400. The new three storied building 
leased as a Post Office was provided with new fittings including public counters with 
brass grills, writing desks for public use, cupboards, private letter boxes, shelving, racks 
and pneumatic tube equipment. 

Police Barracks and Stables, Haifa— LE 1,000. A new reinforced concrete stable 
building was provided containing 32 stalls, 2 loose boxes and rooms for forage and grooms. 
Heavy wooden framed, top and bottom opening, standard stable doors were provided and 
Crittal’s standard steel stable windows. In the stable yard a well for water supply, watering 
troughs and a manure pit have been provided. 

Preliminary Investigations Water Supply, Haifa— LE. 437. Many water sources 
were investigated, dams and weirs were erected to guage Hows, channels were due or 
blasted to test capacity of low lying sources and the necessary surveying and levelling 
operations were conducted. A complete report on a new water supply scheme for Haifa 
has been submitted to Government. 

Improvements t6 Police Post Kalkiueh— LE. 200. The building was thoroughly 
renovated and overhauled, concrete floors being laid to both floors of the building. A 
standard concrete stable for 7 horses has peen provided. 

. _ _ • 

Electric Light to Customs Enclosure, Jaffa— LE. 200. All stores, offices, quays 

and roadways were wired and fitted for electric lighting and connected with the public 
supply of the Jaffa Electric Co. 

Improvements to Customs House, Jaffa— LE. 200. Improvements have been carried 
out to Customs sheds by removing old offices and building new ones in more convenient 
positions in order to make better use of the limited space available. 

Irrigation Scheme, Jericho— LE. 397. This is a small anti-malarial and irrigation 
scheme. The work done consisted of improvements to the head works and the deviation 
and training of the main upper channels. 
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Customs Posts Allen by Bridge — LE. %1. Foundations were completed tor a new 
Customs Post. Cement blocks were manufactured for the walls using sand and gravel on 
the site. This work was not completed at the end of the financial year. 

Police Post Allen iiy Bridge— LE. 539. This new Post is situated at the entrance 
to the Allenbv Bridge on the opposite side of the road to the Customs Post. Foundations 
were completed and piers and walls erected in cement blocks. This building was not 
completed at the end of the financial year. 

Conversion ok Governorate into Secretariat, Jerusalem— LE. 249. A strong 
room for the Treasury was completed with necessary shelving. 

Additions and Improvements to Post Office, Jerusalem— LE. 426. A new room 
was reconditioned as a public hall for private letter l»oxes. The new steel letter boxes 
1,090 in number were manufactured locally. 

I %> 

Special Repairs to Posts and Telegraphs Stores, Jerusalem —LE. 451. The old 
defective roof sky lights were replaced by six plate glass sky lights of improved design. 

Buildings for Wireless Station Metui.la —LE. 600. This reinforced concrete 
building was erected within the Gendarmerie camp area at Metulla. The building comprises 
living and sleeping accommodation, kitchen, bath room, operating room and engine room. 
A petrol store and lencing were also provided. 

Reconditioning Turkish Governorate, Nablus— LE. 600. This work entailed the 
complete remodelling and renovating of the old building to form modern accommodation 
for the District Administration. Masses of useless masonry have been removed in the 

P rogress of the work to give light and ventilation. The Law Courts section of the new 
uilding and part of the top lioor was completed during the year. 

Extension to Salaya School, Nablus —LE. 260. Two large class rooms were added 
to this building. 


Customs Post Rosh Pina —LE. 250. This new building comprises three rooms and 
stabling for two animals. The post is situated near the junction of the Palestine-Damascus 
and Metulla roads. 


P.W D. Roller Shed, Rosh Pina —LE. 200. This new building containing steam 
roller shed and store room was erected as an extension of the new Customs post building. 

Improvements to Govehnorate, Tulkeram —LE. 107. A large barrack room on the 
upper floor was provided to give accommodation for the Police. 

/ 

Improvements to Police Stables, Tulkeram LE. 149. These Police stables were 
renovated and concrete lloors, stable divisions and mangers provided. 


Restoration of State Domain Buildings— LE. 2,349. The purpose of this vote was 
to recondition and renovate State Domain property throughout the country. 

At Jericho rented shops have been thoroughly reconditioned and cement floors 
provided. The flumes of the Ain Sultan mill and irrigation culverts have been repaired. 
Some old dwelling houses have been reconditoned as quarters for the Agricultural 
Superintendent. 

/ 

In the Northern District the following works were carried out under this service: 

(a) A room in a State Domain building at Nablus was renovated, floors laid, 
walls plastered and windows etc. fitted, and on completion was occupied by Government 
Veterinary Department Nablus. 


(b) Five rented shops in Reisan had become so dilapidated that it was difficult 
to let same; these were thoroughly renovated, new concrete floors laid, walls replastered 
and new windows and doors fitted. 


(c) An old building in Beisan formerly used as a school, but on account of 
dilapidated condition left derelict was reconditioned throughout, new concrete floors and 
roof being installed, interior partitions removed, new windows and doors fitted and when 
completed a Judges Bench was installed. This building is now the Law Courts Beisan. 
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(<i) Old Serai Beisan. The top floor of the structure was remodelled and fitted 
out temporarily as a Boys’ School. 

(e) Three rough stone structures housing water power corn grinding mills 
were repaired and made weather proof. 

(f) Five dilapidated shops in Acre were treated similar to those in Beisan — 
see (b) above. 

I 

(g) Five old buildings in Acre used as dwelling houses were overhauled and 
made weather proof 

(h) Two small rooms were built on to Jenin Serai, forming additional accom¬ 
modation for lands Department and Administration and the roof of old structure was 
partly overhauled and repaired. 

(i) The exterior walls of old Turkish Barracks, Acre, were reconditioned and 
new entrances were provided to stables. Also ventilation of stable was improved. 

(j) A State Domain building vacated by the Public Health Department was 
renovated and rented to Tulkeram Municipality as Municipal Offices. 

(k) A State Domain building vacated by Public Health Department was litted 
out as a residence for the District Officer, Tulkeram. 

Acre S\fad New Road—LE. 1,100. The necessity for better communications between 
villages on the northern border and lying between Acre and Safad has long been re¬ 
cognised and considerable progress was made in tiie construction of a third class road 
joining Acre, Er Rameh, Meiron and Safad, during the financial year The total length 
of the road will be about 55 kilometres of which about 40 kilometres were more or less 
completed at the end of the year. About 136 kilometres of easy going alignment consisting 
of earth work and culverts was completed by village labour. The villages also paid con¬ 
tractors for the construction of 6 kilometres of the road where rock cutting was necessary. 
The Government contribution of LE 1,100 was expended in the construction of 4 kilo-* 
metres of very heavy work in bad ground. 

New JSheikh Hussein Bridge over tiie Jordan— LE. 247. Preliminary work in 
connection with the erection of a steel bridge over the Jordan was put in hand and the 
steel work for a girder bridge 40 metres clear span was ordered from the Crown Agents. 
An appoach road 6 */* kilometres in length has been formed from Beisan to the site of 
tiie bridge. The earth work for this road was carried out to a large extent by the people 
of Beisan. t 

Construction ok Haifa—Acre Road— LE. 1,551. The construction of a new first 
class road between Haifa and Acre was commenced in December 1925. The present route 
used by vehicular traffic follows the seashore and is extremely difficult to negotiate at 
certain seasons of the year. The new road will be about 17 kilometres in length with two 
large bridges over the Kishon and Namein rivers. Prison labour is engaged on earth work 
ana provides the unskilled labour required for erection of bridges and culverts. 1.5 kilo¬ 
metres of earth work formation was complete it the end of the year, a number of* culverts 
bad been built and the material for two large temporary bridges was delivered to sites. 
The Haifa Bay Development Co. who are interested in the land through which the new 
road will pass are contributing all the stone required for soling and metalling and the 
material for the two temporary wooden bridges over the Kishon and Fuwarah rivers. The 
two temporary bridges will ultimately be replaced by one permanent bridge over the 
canalised Kishon River. 

Reconstruction of Jaffa—Ramleh Road—I. E. 19.9G7. Progress on this work was 
not as rapid as anticipated chiefly owing to the difficulty' of obtaining stone, which had 
eventually to be quarried by direct labour, and transport difficulties. The quartz metal 
from Malha Quarry makes an excellent and durable road metal but the abrasive qualities 
of the stone are such that the crusher jaws of the stone breaker are continually wearing 
out and this has made the plant very difficult to maintain and keep in running order. Up 
to the end of the financial year 3 l / i kilometres of new road was complete with new stone 
soling, bituminous macadam and new bridges and culverts and a further length of 37 4 
kilometres was provided with new soling. Tne roadway completed though costing moi^ 
than originally anticipated is very successful and is standing up satisfactorily under the 
heavy traffic which uses this road. The expenditure shewn includes the sum of LE. 6 464 
credited to the Palestine Railways being freight on stone and materials. 


Re-alignment Jaffa—Jerusalem Road— LE. 200. A double hair pin bend at Kilo 10 
was eliminated. ’ 

Reconstruction Jerusalem—Hebron Road— LE. 1,668. Owing to heavy and fast 
traffic over the road between lerusalem and Bethlehem it was impossible to keep the old 
road surface in repair and funds weje provided to lay new stone soling with a bituminous 
macadam surface. At the end of the financial year 2V* kilometres of soling had been laid. 
This work will be completed in the following year. 

Re-alignment Jerusalem—Nazareth Road— LE. 379. Two dangerous corners bet¬ 
ween Kilos. 87 and 88 near Silet el Daher village were cut away and the road improved 
with new curves of 85 metres radius graded 1 in 13. Ollier blind coiners and sharp 
gradients on the northern main road were improved. 

Improvements Nazareth—Tiberias Road—LE. 230. A section of road on kilo 143 
was realigned to improve a steep gradient and bad line of vision. 

Special Repairs to Bridges and Culverts— LE. 801. The road bridge at Kolonia, 
Kilo 7 of the Jerusalem—Jaffa road, was widened and strengthened and the old timber 
decking replaced in reinforced concrete. Two small wooden bridges on the Jericho 
Allenbv road at kilos 43 and 45 were converted into permanent reinforced concrete 

90 

structures. 

Purchase ok New Plant for Road Construction— LE. 1.982. The following plant 
was purchased through the Crown Agents, and brought into operation: 

Four 320 gallon bitumen boilers 

One 230 gallon automatic bitumen spraying machine 

Two gritting machines for use with bitumen sprayers 

One portable petrol driven air compressor with rock drills. 

Purchase of Road Rollers— LE. 251. A design was prepared for horse drawn 
road rollers suitable for use on village roads and four were manufacturer! locally. These 
rollers have proved very successful on village and secondary roads. 

Purchase of House Wagons for Roller Crews —LE. .‘120. Owing to their rapid 
decay tents are unsuitable for the housing of roller crews. Four vans on wheels have 
therefore been built ill P.W.D. Workshops and are now undergoing trial on the roads. 


Jaffa Harbour Improvements —LE, 4,258. An area of the foreshore 2,500 square 
metres in extent in- front of the Customs shed at JalTa was dosed by a temporary’ wall 
formed of steel sheet piling. Filling was deposited to the level of the Customs Shed 
floors and the whole area levelled up to form valuable additional quay space. 650 square 
metres of the reclaimed areas was floored with concrete and provided with corrugated 
iron roof and walls on wooden frame work to form a shed for the protection of goods 
from the weather. Three small loading ramps for lighters are provided. 


Land for Posts and Telegraphs Storf.s, Jerusalem— LE. 1,070. The land occu- 


£ 


Telegrap 

u stated. 


Improvements to Chief Secretary’s H<ojse, Jerusalem —LE. 684. The Chief Secre¬ 
tary’s new residence was thoroughly cleaned,' reconditioned and redecorated. Sanitation 
was installed and a fence wall erected. 

Reconditioning Hired Customs Store, Jaffa —LE. 130. The Pardess buildings, 
Jaffa Port, having been leased by Government, necessary alterations and reconditioning 
were carried out to adapt the premises for use as Customs Offices. Sanitation was improved. 


Road Deviation Nablus Municipal Area— LE. 300. The arterial road for Nablus 
formerly followed the old town street alignment which was narrow with blind corners 
and several railway crossings. This section of the old main road was an impediment to 
arterial traffic and a source of danger to residents in the town. A new deviation of the 
arterial road was laid out in a fairly strai 


700 metres with a width of 20 metres. 
Municipality under P.W.D. supervision 
the cost of the work. 


aight line on unoccupied ground for a 
This great improvement was constructs 
he Government contributed LE. 300 



Land for Maj dal Police Station —LE. 94. This sum represents the cost of acquir¬ 
ing land in Majdal on the Majdal—Gaza road for the erection of a new Police Station. 
Funds for the erection of the new buildings have been provided and die work will start 
in the new financial year. 

Strong Room for Bandeuolles, Jerusalem —LE. 149. A room in the Jerusalem 
Office of the Director of Customs has been converted into a strong room for the storage 
of tobacco banderolles. Work was not completed at the end of the financial year. 

Accomodation, Nationality Staff, Jerusalem —LE. 195. A hut in the yard of the 
Police Headquarters Jerusalem was converted into an office for the Nationality stall'of the 
Permits Section. 


Reconditioning Approach Roads Jaffa Port —LE. 2.047. Owing to heavy traflic 
in the Jaffa Port area and on the north and south approach roads the Municipality of 
Jaffa found it very diflieult to properly maintain these roads with the limited funds at 
their disposal. Government terefore decided to take over the maintenance of these port 
roads and the whole were thoroughly reconditioned including the provision of foundation 
and drainage to the southern approach road. Owing to the very congested condition of 
the Port road the traffic could not he diverted or stopped and the work of reconditioning 
had to be carried on night and day under very difficult conditions until completed. 


Rush Pina—Metulla New Road —LE. 6,800. Until recently the only means of access to 
Metulla, the Gendarmerie outpost at the extreme north of the salient on the northern frontier, 
was an unformed earth track exceedingly rough, dangerous in places at all times and impas¬ 
sable In wet weather. Towards the end of 1925 the need for regular and permanent com¬ 
munications with this outpost became of great importance from the point of view of public 
security and instructions were issued to push through a hard surfaced road for traffic without 
delay which could be used throughout the year. A line of road was roughly surveyed, 
estimates prepared, submitted and approved within 10 days and work was commenced at 
the end of November. The scheme of work proposed was to construct a second class road 
from Rosh Pina to Ain Mallaha capable of carrying all traffic, a distance of 12'/* kilometres; 
and from Ain Mallaha accross the plain to the foot hills at Mettula to construct a lighter 
road which would stand up to light motor lorry and car traflic, a distance of about 18 kilo¬ 
metres. This work was completed in January. 12 1 /* kilometres of new road was soled and 
metalled and 22‘/* kilometres provided with a stone and metalled surface 15 to 20 cms. in 
thickness. Bridge work included 4 bridges, of 5 to 7 1 /* metres span, 6 of three metres span 
and 18 smaller culverts. The construction of this second class road in record time and in 
such an economical manner reflects great credit on Mr. P. Noble. A.M.I.C.E., District 
Engineer, Northern District who was responsible for the execution of the work. 


Construction of Light Bridge Zukkt Taiita— LE.181. A suspension bridge 21 m. span 
with roadway 1.80 in. wide capable of carrying a load of 5 tons was constructed in Haifa, 
transported in sections to the site and erected over the Hasbani River at Zuket Tahta in the 
Metulla salient. This was an emergency work carried out for purposes of public security. 


Electric Light Installation, Customs Offices Jaffa —LE. 98. Electric lights and 
fans were installed in additional Customs offices and premises taken over during the year. 


Electric Light Installation Post Office, Haifa—LE. 199. A complete electric 
installation was provided to the new General Post Office at Haifa. The littings included 120 
lights, 5 exhaust vans, 3 ceiling vans, 15 desk vans and plug points tor heating sealing wax, 
etc. The work was not completed at the end of the year under review. 


Construction Purvey, Jaffa—Petach Tikwah Road— LE. 120. A construction 
survey for the Jaffa—Petach Tikwah road 15 kilometres in length was in progress at the 
end of the linancial year. This survey has since been completed. 

Alterations to Central Prison, Jerusalem —LE. 81k Some prisoners escaped 
through the roof ot the Prison workshop and it was decided to cover the roof with cor¬ 
rugated iron sheets and increase the height of the fence surrounding the workshop. This 
work was in progress at the end of the year under review and has since been completed. 
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SECTION V. 

LOAN WORKS. 


Expenditure upon Loan Works services: 

Tulkeram, Gendarmerie Barracks LE. 136.066 

Tulkeram, Water Supply 161.303 

Imara Barracks Palestine Gendarmerie 38.082 

Jericho Stables Palestine Gendarmerie 51.317 

Khan Yunis Stables Palestine Gendarmerie 29.378 

Beersheba, Gendarmerie Camp 21.791 

Improvements to Palestine Gendarmerie Barracks 279.562 

Improvements and Additions to Central Prisons and Lock Ups 1,361.649 

Tulkeram Hospital 280.237 

Bethlehem Mental Hospital 172.204 

Jerusalem Government Hospital—Electric Light 10.375 

Jerusalem Government House—Electric Light 28.760 

Tulkeiam District Officers Residence 3.4-43 

Beit Dajan Rechovoth Road 2,509.336 

Haifa Acre Has el Nakura Road 1,059.175 

Nazareth Tiberias Road 492.456 

Tiberias Tabgha Road 392.431 

New Bridge over the Auja River 1,057.872 

Protection Works to Allenby Bridge 7.230 

Jisr Mejainieh and Jisr Saghir Bridges 4.615 

Wadi Furrar Giftlik Road 499.256 

Total LE~8,596.538 

SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE. 


SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE. 


Buildings 

LE. 

2,412.864 

Roads and Bridges 


6.022.371 

Miscellaneous 


164.303 

Total 

LE. 

8,596.538 


Gendarmerie Barhacks, Titlkkram — LE. 136. The water supply and waler carriage 
sewage system with septic tanks was completed. 

Water Supply, Tulkeram— LE. 101. The Government water supply scheme for Tul¬ 
keram was completed. Water is raised from a deep well by means of a Boulton elevator and 
is pumped to supply the Gendarmerie barracks, hospital and district officer’s quarters. 

Improvements to Palestinf Gendarmerif. Barracks —LE. 420. Improvements to 
buildings commenced in the last financial year were completed at Rosh Pina, Beersheba. 
Khan Yunis and Jericho. 

A 

I 4 

Improvements and Additions to Centra! Prisons and Lock ups— LE. 1,362. The 
construction of a new prison at Nablus estimated to cost LE. 1,875 and to provide accom¬ 
modation for 36 male prisoners was commenced. Expenditure on this new building amounted 
to LE. 525 at the end of the year. At Acre Prison considerable works were carried out in 
improvements to ventilation of the building including the remodelling of a part of the 
structure to provide a new corridor and additioncu windows and ventilators. At the 
Central Prison Jerusalem, quarters of a semi-permanent type were erected for the jailer and 
improvements to sanitation and ventilation were completed. 

Water Supply and Sanitation Tulkeram Hospital -LE. 280. A new water supply 
and the installation of a water borne sewage and drainage system with septic tank and 
percolating distribution was completed. 

Improvements Bethlehem Mental Hospital LE. 172. Outside shower baths have 
been erected and a fuel shed constructed. Wire netted windows in iron frames have 
been fixed to prevent inmates breaking'glass windows. 

Beit Dajan—Rishon—Rechovoth Road— LE. 2,509. A new section of this road 
with stone soling and metal surface was completed between kilometres 9 and 11.6. On 
the 8th kilometre a small section of road 270 metres in length was carried out to permit 
of the new bridge being brought into use. 


N 


« 
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Acre—Ras el Nakura Road -LE. 1,069. The construction of this road which has 
been described in previous reports was commenced in November 1922 and brought to 
final completion in November 1925. The greater part of the labour employed in the 
construction of the road was provided by Jail Labour Co. No. 2. The parts of the road 
which passed through villages were carried out on contract by the villages concerned. 

Improvements Nazareth - Tiberias Road— LE. 492. The work of re-alignment, 
deviation and improvement of the steep descent to Tiberias was completed in the early 
part of the year. 

Improvements Tiberias—Tabgha Road —LE. 392. On kilo 184 improvements were 
effected to the alignment and grading of the road. 

New Bridoe Over the Auja River— LE. 1,068. The construction of a reinforced 
concrete bridge 55 metres in length over the River Auja near Sheikh Muannis was put 
in hand. The contract for the work after public tender was awarded to the Solel Boneh. 
At the end of the financial year the abutment foundations had been completed and the 
reinforced concrete piles had been manufactured ready for driving. 

Wadi Firrar Giftlik Road— LE. 500. The section of this track leading down the 
Wadi Beidan, a distance of 3% kilometres was realigned and deviated and a new earth 
road constructed with necessary culverts. The new layout provides a road 5 to 0 m. 
wide with a steady grade of about 1 in 15 throughout its length The old track had 
several sections with gradients of 1 in 3 and 1 in 4. 


SECTION VI. 

BRITISH GENDARMERIE WORKS SERVICES. 

| i 

The services rendered for this Force included the maintenance ot the buildings, 
minor works, maintenance of water supply and electric light plant and charges for rented 
premises. The total cost of these services was LE. 2,695. At Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem 
and Sarafand Camps a number of huts were reconditioned and the drainage of the camps 
improved. Further necessary improvements were carried out to Nablus Barracks which 
is a State Domain building. The Hutments at Ras el Kerum Camp, Haifa, are worn out 
and dilapidated and it is extremely difficult to keep these old huts in any sort of repair. 
The water supply and electric lighting plants at the different camps were maintained 
in good running order. 

I I 


SECTION VII. 

SERVICES RENDERED TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS. 


Department of Antiquities: 

Mt. Ophel, Jerusalem 
Citadel - 
Sundry repairs 
Minor Worics 
Sabastia Works 
Museum show cases 
Work on Nablus cave 
Museum fittings 

Fire Extinguishers, Government House 
Customs, Excise and Trade Department 
Posts and Telegraphs 
Palestine Railways 


LE. 302.968 
493.061 
100.097 
128.904 
89.903 
90. — 
26. — 
16 975 


LE. 1,247.898 

28.323 

22.896 

190.— 

139.508 



Total LE. 1.628.02* 


In Jerusalem general maintenance was carried out on a number of historical build¬ 
ings and monuments. At the Citadel the general level of the ground inside the court 
yard was lowered, walls were repaired and in some places rebuilt, badly weathered 
stones were replaced and roofs to several chambers protected by stone slate against the 
weather. 
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At Mt. Ophel the ancient wall was protected against weather and damage and 
partial rebuilding carried out. 

At Beit Jibrin a platform was provided for the better examination of mosaics by 
visitors. 

In the Northern District the pre-historic caves near Tabgha were protected by the 
erection of unclimbable fencing with iron entrance gates. 

In Nablus town a rock tomb was fenced in for protection. 

In the village of Sabastia work in connection with the preservation of an ancient 
tomb comprised the excavation of the site, drainage to the excavation, fencing and a 
reinforced concrete deck over the excavation to maintain a road. 

For the Customs Department some further work was carried out to the experi¬ 
mental evaporating tanks at the Dead Sea Post. 

The eastern approach road to Jerusalem Railway Station was resurfaced on behalf 
and at the cost of the Palestine Railways. 

Iron letter boxes for Post Offices were constructed to the order of the Postmaster 
General. 

Disinfectors belonging to the Department of Health were repaired as required. 


SECTION VIII 


SERVICES RENDERED TO MUNICIPALITIES. 

Considerable assistance has been given to municipalities in connection with technical 
services including roads, water supplies, drainage and sewage schemes, electric lighting 
and town planning. The following is a brief description of the more important services 
rendered during the year : 

Tiberias Municipal Water Supply: This project as described in last year's report 
was practically completed. The total cost of the scheme will be about LE. 8,000. Ad¬ 
ditional works to meet increased requirements due to the rapid development of the town 
were approved during the progress of the work and further indents have been sent to 
to the Crown Agents for the cast iron pipes required. 

I 

Salad Water Supply; The water supply to this town failed during the dry weather 
and the matter was investigated by the District Engineer, Northern District. A scheme 
was got out providing for opening up the channels, clearing sources, for the construction 
of collecting chambers ancl the piping of water to a central collecting chamber. The 
work was carried out under the supervision of this Department. The total cost of the 
work was about LE. 580. 

Nazareth Water Supply: A complete Scheme for a new water supply installation 
has been prepared. 

Nablus Water Supply; A scheme for a new water supply to the town of Nablus 
has been prepared. 

Kalkilieh Water Supply: A scheme was prepared and the work carried out under 
the supervision of this Department. 

Haifa Water Supply: Complete investigations for new supply were carried out 
and the report and estimates submitted to Government. See section IV, page 9. 

Tulkeram Water Supply: Well No. 3 at Tulkeram was excavated to a further 
depth of 15 m. which resulted in a large increase in the water flow. 


\ 
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Approach road, Reisan Railway Station: The construction of a road 2*/ g Kilometres 
in length to connect the town with a Railway Station is in progress. The work which 
is being supervised by this Department is estimated to cost LE. 660. 

Nablus Road deviation: The deviation of the arterial road through the town was 
carried out by the Municipality under P.W.D. supervision. See Section IV, page 12. 

Jerusalem Water Supply: In connection with investigations for a new permanent 
supply for Jerusalem, guagings were taken to ascertain the yield of springs and sources 
at Ain Sultan, Ain Farah, Ain Kelt, Ain Duk and Ain Fawah. Technical services were 
rendered in connection with the Ain Farah temporary water supply project. 

Jerusalem Main Diainage Scheme : At the request of the Municipality the Depart 
ment has undertaken to prepare a preliminary scheme for the sewerage and drainage 
of Jerusalem. Very thorough investigations have been carried out and plans are in course 
of preparation. The cost of the investigations is being met by the Municipality. 


SECTION IX. 


VILLAGE WATER SUPPLIES. 


The following schedule shows the village water undertakings on which expenditure 
has been incurred by this Department during the year: 



Cost of 

Govt. 

Village 

Expenditure 

• 

1 • a 


Name of village. 

schrftu*. 

loan 

contribution. 

ill 

1U25-9H. 

' Remarks. 


LE. 

LE. 

LE. 

LE. 


Endour 

' 70 

70 


30.855 

Complete 

Kefr Kennah 

145 

145 


58.854 

Complete 

Reineh 1 

1 95 

95 

■ 

22.673 

Complete 

Valla 

145 

145 

_ 

| 73.989 

Complete 

Ain Zeitim 

170 

170 

— 

109.273 

Complete 

Hudeira 

400 

400 

1 

384.498 

Complete 

Tamra 

45 

45 

— 

31.605 

Complete < - 

Turmos Aya 

240 

240 

— 

64.015 

Complete 

Ain Mahil 

230 

230 

— 

207.556 

Complete 

Rentieh 

580 

44X) 

180 

— — 

In hand 


Gravity schemes with pipes substituted for channels at Endour, Kelr Kennah, Reineh 
and Yall'a were completed and handed over to villages at the commencement of the year. 
The other works shown in the schedule as complete, mostly gravity schemes with col¬ 
lecting chambers and pipe connections to reservoirs, have since been handed over to the 
villages concerned. The Hudeira scheme which has been under consideration for some 
years and is now complete provides for pumping from a deep well to a reservoir above 
the village with distribution pipes to streets and houses of the village. 

A domestic supply and irrigation system for Neve Shaanan garden city, Haifa, was 
prepared and the work supervised by this Department. This complete scheme includes 
a large pumping plant with reservoir and a net work distribution system. 

In addition to the foregoing the Department has reported upon and carried out many 
improvements and repairs to other village supplies. 



SECTION X. 


SECONDARY AND VILLAGE ROADS. 

The construction and improvement of secondary and village roads was continued 
during the year so far as funds and technical services permitted in close cooperation with 
officers of the District Administration. Villages supplied transport and the unskilled labour 
necessary for the works and Government assistance was given in the tree supply of tools, 
certain skilled labour, explosives and materials and in some cases the loan of road rollers. 
Technical assistance was provided by the Department of Public Works. The horse road 
rollers manufactured in Palestine the previous year proved very successful and lid much 
useful work. 

In the Northern District, Government assistance was given towards tha improvement 
of the following roads: 


Acre-Safad road: Farradieh section. 

Acre-Kabri road. 

Hariieh-Jenin road. 

Wadi Beidan road. 

Haifa-Tulkeram coast road: Zicron Jacob section. 


In the Southern District the following village roads were constructed during the year: 


Ramallah-Betunieh-Beit ur al Foka-Beit Sira Latron 

Kilometres 

18 

Singil-Gilgilia-Abwain 

10 

Xebi Saleh-Beit Rima-Deir Ghussaneh 

5 

Turmos Aya-Abu Felah 

3 V* 

Taybeh-Rummon 

3 

Bethlehem-Beit Sahur 

2 V* 

Belt Safafa-Sharafat 

2 

Gaza-Majdal 

2 */i 

Majdal-Iraq el Manshieh-Beit Jibrin 

24 

Majdal Ascalon 

4 

Majdal Station-MajdaJ 


Sheikh Muannis-Hertzlia (by American Zion Commonwealth) 

6 


SECTION XL 

STORES. 


Freight Service. 


/ 


The freight service, consisting of one Lancia and one Ford ton truck, was operated 
as usual during the year for the conveyance of bulk stores for all Departments to and from 
Jerusalem station and to such towns as are not served by railway. 


Allocated Stores. 


The purchase of allocated stores during the year amounted to LE. 25,060 
follows: 


Crown Agents purchases 
Local purchases including road 
Benzine and Kerosene 


H 


aterials but excluding fuels 


LE. 10,360 
„ 10,000 
„ 4,700 


Total 


LE. 25,060 
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Unallocated Stores. 


Balance on 1/4/1925 


LE. 6,105.205 

Purchased from Crown Agents 

LE. 2,339.780 


Sundry debits (adjustments) 

36.614 

2,376.394 

8,481.599 

Issues during 1925-26 to workshops, sundry 

works and Departments 

LE. 3,303.397 


Sales 

35.870 


Adjustments 

221.241 

LE. 3,560.508 


Balance on 31/3/20 LE. 4,921.091 


Furniture. 

During the year furniture to the value of LE. 1,684.453 was manufactured under 
the supervision of the Stores branch, the distribution to Departments being as follows 


H. E. the High Commissioner LE. 89.345 

Permits Section 143.790 

Secretariat 51.700 

P.W.D. 60.876 

Treasury 24 330 

Law Courts 132.350 

Attorney General 29.440 

Education 43.795 

Agriculture 198.731 

Lands, including Geological Adviser 117.736 

District Commissioner, Jerusalem-Southern District 55.896 

Health 20.160 

Police and Prisons 117.935 

District Commissioner, Northern District 28,985 

Posts and Telegraphs 70.170 

Moslem Supreme Council 89.160 

Customs, Excise and Trade 284.714 

Palestine Gendarmerie 15.000 

Printing and Stationary 20.500 

Audit 48.080 

Antiquities 39.510 

P.W.D. stock 2.250 

Total LE. 1,684.453 


SECTION XII. 

— CENTRAL HOUSING COMMISSION. 

The Housing Officer reports as follows: 

Rents of residential properties have not risen materially during the past twelve 
months. Increases have occurred in certain districts, notably Haifa, but though the demand 
for a better type of house continues, builders have not obtained higher rents in Jerusalem 
than in 1924. By making leases of but short duration. Government is however placed at 
a disadvantage and repeatedly has to pay above market value to renew a lease rather 

than incommode an officer. 

As regards offices the case is even more definite. It is obvious to any lessor l f ,at a 
school, a post office, or a departmental office or store cannot readily be moved. The lessor 
accordingly demands more rent, and is unwilling to concede a contract lor more than one 

year and Government is thereby exploited. 

t 71 • niiL Lp • r f 1 .• *• •. • 1 ' • • f riMfl ' i«| a / i i*«i 1 M'l 9• J , • I * M| 5y 

Expectations of reduced rente are therefore scarcely likely to be realised for a year 
or two. 
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New post offices have been leased at Haifa, at Tel Aviv and Nazareth, and consider 
ably more rent has been demanded and paid for certain other buildings occupied by the 
postal services. A large new Customs store has been leased from the Municipality at Jaffa 
and other stores hired to relieve the congestion at the quay. 

Comparison of expenditure on rents paid during the last four years is as follows: 

1922- 1923 LE. 35,680 

1923- 1924 33,000 

1924- 1925 28,874 

1925- 1926 33,340 

These figures do not include the rent of Government House. 

Distribution of 1925-26 expenditure is as follows: 

Administration: 

Offices LE. 1,479 

Departmental: 

ii i.• ( Offices and clinics LE. 1,536 

Health I Hospitals 2,803 

Posts and Telegraphs 
Public Works 
Police and Prisons 
Permits Section 
Agriculture and Forests 
Customs, Excise and Trade 
Judicial 
Sheria Courts 
Land Registry 

j Offices 419 

Education, Schools 2,433 

k 

Antiquities 
Treasu ry 
Audit 
Surveys 

Miscellaneous - 
Residences: 

Officers 

/ 

#< * ~ I 

Government House (for 4*/i years) 1 

✓ 

- - - Total 


_ / 

i $ 

- •* a / • 

v SECTION XIII. 
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SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS AND DESIGNS 

Many road surveys were made in connection with the deviation and improvement 
of all classes of road throughout the country. 

# 

In the Northern District borings were carried out in connection with foundations for 
new bridges over the Kishon on the Haifa-Acre road and over the Jordan at Jisr Sheikh 
Hussein. Borings for a water supply at Metulla were undertaken. 


_10,396 

LE. 33,340 
8,750 

LE. 42,090 


4,339 

3.733 

843 

2,874 

236 

734 

2,763 

1,024 

381 

560 

2,852 

152 

300 

75 

260 

339 
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A number of investigations were conducted into proposals for village water supplies 
and miscellaneous projects for Municipalities and Local Councils. 

The Drawing Office at Headquarters has been engaged upon the following among 
other works: 

Drainage: 

Preliminary investigations, surveys and drawings for the Jerusalem Drainage scheme. 

* 

Water Supplies: 

Investigations, surveys and drawings for a water supply for Haifa. 

Harbour Works: 

Designs and estimates for improvements to the Harbour and Port area at Jaffa. 

Buildings: 

Preliminary plans and estimates for: 

Municipal Hospital, Beersheba. 

Girls School, Tulkeram. 

Police Post, Ramleh. 

Central Prison, Acre. 

Fever Hospital, Haifa. 

Harbour Offices, Haifa. 

Government Museum, Jerusalem. 

Government House, Jerusalem. 

Working drawings and detailed specifications and estimates for: 

Police Post, Majdal 

Police Post, Enab 

Police Post, Afule 

New Prison, Nablus 

Quarantine Lazarette Buildings at Jaffa 

Residence for Chief British Representative, Amman, (in hand) 

Investigations and measured drawings have been prepared in connection with the 
Edicule over the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem and the North-West Tower of the Citadel, 
Jerusalem. 

Designs have been prepared for the proposed new Palestine coinage and revenue stamps. 

# - 

The Architect of the Department is Adviser to the Central Town Planning Commis¬ 
sion. The following is a brief survey of progress during 1924-1925: 

(i) Afule has been declared a town planning area. 

(ii) Final sanction has been accorded to the Model Bye-Laws covering construction 
of private and public buildings, drainage, streets, planning, alignment and 
similar matters. 

(iii) Two schemes under the Town Planning Ordinance for the development of sub¬ 
urban areas around Jerusalem were approved and building is proceeding in 
accordance therewith. 

(iv) Skeleton schemes for town plans at Ramleh, Lydda and the Ratisbonne area of 
Jerusalem have been submitted. Plans for the development of Jaffa and Tel Aviv 
and Tiberias are under preparation. 

(v) A comprehensive revision of the Town Planning Ordinance is envisaged. 
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SECTION XIV 


PUBLIC UTILITY CONCESSIONS. 


The Palestine Electric Corporation completed the construction of the Power House at 
Haifa which is equipped with three 250 HP Diesel engines. This Power Station was brought 
into service on June 24th 1925. Four transformer stations and the major part of the dis¬ 
tribution system were completed, supplying current for electric lighting and power including 
street lighting. Extensions have been made to Wadi Rushmieh on Mt. Carmel and to 
Bath Galim. 


The same Corporation has completed the erection of a Power House at Tiberias, 
equipped with one Diesel engine of 100 HP. and a smaller engine of 50 HP. This elect¬ 
ricity undertaking was brought into operation on November 8th 1925. 


The Jaffa Electric Co. has increased the capacity of the Tel Aviv Power Station by 
the installation of one 250 HP. Diesel engine. A new engine and flynamo of 1125 HP was 
in course of erection at the end of the year. The total engine capacity on completion of the 
installation of this machine will be 2625 HP. The Power House has been considerably 
enlarged to accommodate this additional machinery and to enable further engines to be 
installed as found necessary. A serious breakdown occurred in this Station on November 
11th 1925 when one 500 HP. Deutz Engine was put completely out of service. A new en¬ 
gine has since been erected and is in working order. Extensions of distribution systems 
have been carried out in the Manshieh and Adjami quarters of jaffa, to Rishon le Zion, to 
the Silicate Faofcorv in Tel Aviv and to Sarafand. 
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The construction of a high tension transmission line to Petach Tikwah was commenced 
and wo.’k started on the low tension distribution. 

The Power Stations at Tel Aviv, Haifa and Tiberias have been inspected by officers 
of this Department during the course of the year and found to be run and kept in first 
class condition. 


In January 1914 Mr. Euripides Mavrommatis was granted Electricity and Water Supply 
Concessions for the town of Jerusalem and its suburbs. In accordance with the Concessions 
Protocol attached to the Treaty of Lausanne it was necessary to bring these pre-war Con¬ 
cessions into conformity with the new economic conditions. The revision of these Conces¬ 
sions was undertaken during the year, and the revised Electricity and Water Concessions 
were completed and signed on 25th February 1926. 


section xv. 

/ 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Road Hoard: 


An Advisory Road Board was 


inted^by the High Commissioner in February 1926 


rv ttoaa Boara was appo 

to formulate a policy and programme for the Construction, maintenance and improvement 
of roads in Palestine. The personnel of the Board is as follows: 


Chairman 

Members 


Director of Public Works Department 
District Commissioner, Jerusalem-Southern District 
District Commissioner, Northern District 
General Manager of Railways 
Deputy Treasurer. 


Mr. I. Melamede of the P.W.D.H.Q. staff is Secretary of the Board. 


The following subjects were discussed at the two first meetings of the Road Hoard: 

New classification for roads; Jaffa—Petach Tikwah road; Haifa—Afule road; arterial 
roads in municipal areas; relation of roads to Railways. 
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A new classification of roads in Palestine has been approved by the Government. 
See Section III, page 6. 

New Legislation : 


The Steam Boilers Ordinance 1925 was passed at the end of that year. This is an 
Ordinance to provide for the inspection of steam boilers and prime movers and its object 
is the protection and safety of workmen and the public. Regulations made under section 
9 of the Ordinance were approved by the Officer Administering the Government on 20th 
January 1920. The Mechanical Engineer of this Department was appointed an Inspector 
under the Ordinance and at the end of March 1926, 13 boilers and 4 prime movers had 
been inspected and certificates issued to owners. 


A draft Ordinance to provide for the Width and Alignment of roads was considered 
during the year and has since been promulgated. This Ordinance gives power to the 
High Commissioner to prohibit by order the carrying out of any permanent work of 
improvement within a distance of 10 m. from the centre of any road. This legislation is 
similar to the English procedure of prescribing building lines in roads and streets. The 
Ordinance further gives the High Commissioner power to order that any road or part of 
a road shall be widened to a width not exceeding 20 metres. 


During the year the Draft Electricity Ordinance and Regulations to be made under 
that Ordinance have been further considered and revised. It is expected that this Ordi¬ 
nance will be promulgated at an early date. 

Jerusalem Water Supply: 


In February 1926 the Jerusalem Municipality entered into a contract with Sir John 
Jackson Ltd. for the carrying out of a temporary water supply project for the supply of 
Jerusalem with water pumped from the Ain Farah source. Work was energetically 
pushed forward and the undertaking has been completed and brought into operation. 









